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So we have empty space. Big 
deal. You wanna fight about it? 
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Ask Lyra Foxx 
Hi Lyra, 


| have a friend who is becoming a progres- 
sively worrying alcoholic. | don’t think I’ve 
seen her sober in over a month, and | see 
heralmost every day. She was laid off from 
her job and is getting unemployment for 6 
months. She lives very austerely, and even 
with her prolific habit, is saving almost all 
of it, and plans on living on it for the next 
year while trying to write a book that will 
presumably be her breakaway hit. | can 
see this being a downward spiral that 
ends very poorly. She is hard to talk to, and 
dismisses my worries because I’m a prude. 
What do you recommend? 

-Concerned 
Hey there, 


A common mistake among alcoholic 
writers, and I've known many, is to as- 
sume that they derive inspiration from 
drinking. While it’s true that, for some, 
drinking can be a way to gather start- 
ing material, the proverbial slab of clay 
for the spinning wheel, it’s usually poor- 
quality clay. But to someone staring 
down writer’s block, sometimes a page 
full of shit is better than a thoughtful 
sentence. She's set a high goal for her- 
self and is probably very worried that 
she won't be able to deliver this break- 
away book. Drunk her is probably signif- 
icantly less worried about this impend- 
ing deadline, and is probably doing a lot 
more writing, than sober her, so why not 
stay drunk? Can you see it from her per- 
spective? 


She's a writer. She’s an outlaw and a 
mystic. You have to speak to her in her 
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own language. Forget facts and truths— 
weave your concerns in fables and po- 
etry. You can also tell her this story: 
My friend Jen was a writer. Jen liked to 
drink. A month before she was sawed 
in half by a freight train while blacked 
out in a Georgia forest, she wrote a let- 
ter with startlingly bleak honesty to me 
about her habit. When | reread it now, | 
remember the last time | saw her face. 
She held a bottle of Old Crow up to the 
fire and golden light poured through 
the backwashy swallow swirling ‘round 
the bottom. Amber tides washed over 
her haggard face, her delicate sternum. 
Civilizations rose and fell in the moun- 
tains of her features. It was an hour 'til 
sunrise. 


“The funny thing about whisky is, it looks 
like you're drinking it. It's in the bottle, 
then you touch it to your lips and the 
bottle’s empty. But you know, whisky is 
dark matter. It’s less than empty. When 
the bottle is drained, it’s full of air, your 
breath, your time, your life. You take in 
the less-than-nothing and exhale your- 
self. The bottle drinks you. The bottle is 
greedy. When you're empty, it will throw 
you out.” 


| hope your friend doesn’t end up like 
Jen. | think your friend drinks from 
fear of failure. Meet the problem at its 
source. Praise her work, get her writing 
more, believe in her. Love her. Her fear 
will melt if she feels accepted as an art- 
ist. Tell her to write in. We'll print her 
work. You can do it. 
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Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


Ove religion is the hotel wall art 
of spirituality. That is to say, for any- 
thing to appeal to the raw spirituality of 
many people, it must inherently represent 
a lowest common denominator (Icd). This 
is universally true. Given the nature of 
many major religions to demonize any- 
thing spiritual not contained in their Icd 
doctrine, it is therefore plausible that or- 
ganized religion is the worst thing to have 
ever happened to human spirituality. 


hose who accept religion devoutly 

must overlay the stencil of the religion 
on their Jackson Pollack soul, and only 
openly acknowledge the visible colors, 
and fake it where the stencil exposes white 
canvas. Those opposed to the trappings of 
organized religion, those disgusted by the 
destruction of the Library of Alexandria, 
those who despise the dark ages, suicidal 
brainwashed Jihads, genital mutilation, 
and the sanctioned murder of “unpure” 
daughters and sisters, those who are “too 
smart” to be wooed by group chanting 
and holy scripture, are flung into the far 
deep space of atheism. From that vantage, 
horoscopes and fortune cookies, Chick 
Tracts and Sistine Chapels, holy wars and 
acid poetry all look like the same trash. So 
which do we chose? Do we castrate our- 
selves by denying everything we feel that 
doesn't line up with our religion and fak- 
ing the rest, or do we become empiricists 
who die alone, unsure of our own shad- 
ows, never having allowed ourselves to 
feel anything more than our 5 senses? 


You assignment for this week is to cre- 
ate your own religion. There are no 
rules to this assignment. You can be the 
god or the prophet, you can be a person 
among many people, you can be a demon, 
you can be the universe. Create your own 
religion and allow yourself to believe it for 
at least one full afternoon. Write in your 
experiences and we can print them here if 
you like. 
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hiladelphia, 
Je T’aime 
- West Phil- 
adelphia-based 
comic artist, 
writer, and wres- 
tling fan Box 
Brown has truly 
created some- 
thing amazing 
with Andre the 
Giant: Life and 
Legend. Many of 
you may remem- 
ber Mr. The Giant from his role as Fezzik 
in the film The Princess Bride, many oth- 
ers will remember him for his ubiquitous 
presence in professional wrestling into the 
early nineties, and most of you will prob- 
ably know him from OBEY stickers. Life and 
Legend follows Andre from his childhood, 
when at 12 years old he was too large to 
ride the school bus, through his meteoric 
wrestling career which carried him all over 
the globe, to the Carolina ranch where his 
ashes were sprinkled. Unlike profession- 
al wrestling, the narrative AOES MOt PU Jp--v---s-s-eecceescsssesesseseeseesesseeeessesessneesssesessnessssssessnesessseeesnesessneetsneseesnenessnsensy 
punches. It shows Andre at his worst; it 
shows Andre at his most serene. Not once 
does it affectedly pull at your heart strings. 
It bears the veracity of a story well told that 
judges all angles. You come away feeling 
sympathetic to Andre's debilitating condi- 
tion, but not pitying him. The artwork and 
attention to panel content are flawless. The 
story is interesting and page turning. Do 
yourself a favor and pick up a copy of this 
local gold. They have autographed copies 
at Locust Moon on Chestnut and 40. It will 
resonate with you even if you didn’t stand 
on your couch, mouth agape, as The Hulk 
bested Andre in 1988, but especially so if 
you did. 
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ELEVATED WEIRDO EMPIRE 
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"This store will 


change your life" 


- Your Mom 


Lost but Seeking 
Remember folks, we run lost pet and stolen bike ads 
for free if we have spare room. <3 


Want to see your favorite animal pal in the 
Secret Admirer? Send us a photo with a cap- 
tion or name and we'll print it! Also. If you're 
looking for a home for a stray or homeless 
animal, send in the details and your contact 
info and we'll get the word out for free. 

anks for reading! 


PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
or text 603 203 4766 


WTF Pit’s¢ Wacky é Facts! 
e According to the 


Mayo Clinic if all of the atomic el- 
ements in the human body were 
seperated and collected, they 
would yield roughly $4.50 at current 
market values. A At black market 
prices, harvested unprofessionally, 
the organs and tissues in a human 
body are valued between $80,000 
- $500,000. A If professionally and 
dilligently extracted and sold at le- 
gal market prices, the organs and 
tissues, as well as marrows and vari- 
ous fluids, can fetch over $40 mil- 


surrounded entirely by oceans. The 
Arctic is an ocean surrounded al- 
most entirely by continents. A There 
are parts of Antarctica that have 
had no precipitation for over 2 mil- 
lion years. A If a tree were planted 
for ever Coca-Cola sold, the entire 
Earth would be reforested in 3 years. 
A More than half of all Koalas have 
chlamydia. A Angel Falls in Vene- 
zuala is 17 times taller than Niagra 
Falls. A Humans have been hunter 
gatherers for over 99% of our his- 
tory. Agriculture is an abnormality. 
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lion. A The Antarctic is a continent 


French sign language 


A The entire internet weighs about 
as much asa large strawberry. A 


STRAW POLL: 


Ts 8 OK or weied if your caxs wareh 
you Weving sex? 


Shot Tower, 6&Christian 

guy 1- (unfolding funny pages) | wonder what 
Marmaduke is up to today. 

gal- Probably something too small for him. 

guy- 1 (laughs hard) 

guy 2- I’m pretty sure that’s the hardest anyone 
has ever laughed at Marmaduke. 


21&Chestnut 

guy on phone- Porn is totally illegal in the 
Ukraine unless it’s for medicinal 
purposes. 


Whole Foods Job Interview 

manager- What would you do if you saw a 
fellow team member eating cheese 
while on shift? 

applicant- Is it hard or soft cheese? 
(nervous smile) 

manager- (silence) 

applicant- He he. I... I'm just joking. 


Keep em comin’! 
text: 603 203 4766 
email: PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
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1.Where frets and strings touch 
5. Persistent, obtuse pain 


9.What insomniacs wish they did last night 


14. Makeup delivery pyramid scheme 
15. Influence to act 
16. Dike 
17. Mountainous country that touches 
Ecuador, Bolivia and Brazil 
18. Civil wrong 
19. Pertaining to birds 
20. Scrivener 
22. Wind-powered grinders 
23. Inert 
24. Volcanic expulsion 
26. Snakes of the sea 
29. Mortally devastating 
33. Sections into which a serialized 
television narrative is divided 
38. Stick 
39. Fanciful cadence 
40. Phoenix Down, Hook Shot, Fire Flower 
42. Region 
43. Confident poise 
45. The quality of lacking difficulty 
47. Mexican moonshine 
48. Norse god of war and law 
49. What the Christians did before praying 
52. Allow 
. Snakelike, child-stealing vampire 
. Mistaken 
. In accompaniment 
. Eye moistener 
65. Army-like insects 
66. To patrol an area 
67. Attire 
68. Cakes of this are a dreadful diet snack 
69. Worthless castaway 
70. Lyric poems 
. Russian affirmatives 


1.Where people clasp their necklaces 
2. Something that happens 
3. The dog breed fairies ride into battle 
4. A protuberance 
5. Portrays 
6. Loving murmurs 
7.Women’s quarters in a traditional 
muslim household 
8. Bonus 
9. Consumed something quickly 
and completely 
. Enormous sea monster, 10/10 Trample 
. As cold is the absence of heat, 
this is the absence of good 
. Knell of a bell 
. Eighty has eight of these 
. Believe it; it’s not butter 
. Unbroken, placid, still water 
. Possible to metabolize 
. Permit 
. Where this puzzle is 
31. Greek god of was 
. Meadows 
. Ancient Middle-Eastern kingdom 
34. Mario's exit strategy 
. Misfortunes 
. Nylons 
. Hear is to listen as lookis to 
. Ground padding 
44. Controls 
. Modern day Persia 
. Release me! 
. Bottom of boot 
. Common wizard fashion choice 
. A region of western Asia Minor 
. From Holland 
. Lispers bane 
57. Animal fat 
58. Winged 
59. Not stereo 
61. Scarce 
62. Marbles 


1- What does the J.R.R. stand.for in J.R:R. Tolkien’s name? , 
2- What does the R.R. stand for in George R.R: Martin's name? I 
3- What is the street address of the White House? I 
| 
I 


4- What does a.phonophobic fear? 
5- How deepis a single fathom? 
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Remember: 


You can always run away. 


